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Master of Arts in Theology

The program prepares students for critical study, reflection, and engagement with the rich theological
tradition of the Catholic Church. At the center of the program is a curriculum in biblical, historical,
systematic, and pastoral theology. The program’s primary focus is on the needs of the Diocese of Columbus
for lay pastoral associates, directors of parish schools of religion, youth ministers, high school religion
teachers, and campus ministers. The program can prepare the graduate for further studies at the doctoral level.
The course of studies also provides a theological foundation for all persons interested in deepening their
Christian commitment and ministerial options.

Admission

Admission policies and procedures for all graduate academic programs of Ohio Dominican University are
the responsibility of the Graduate Curriculum and Academic Policies Committee (GCAP). Admission to the
program is the decision of the Program Director who reviews and evaluates all applications.

All applicants must:
e  Complete the application form
Have completed a baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited college or university
Submit official transcripts from every postsecondary institution attended
Submit three letters of recommendation
Submit an autobiographical essay (three to five pages) in which his or her academic and/or
ministerial goals are identified
e Have an interview with the director

Graduation Requirements

Students must be accepted as degree seeking in the Master of Arts in Theology program
Students work with advisors to develop a plan of study. The plan of study is submitted to the Director
of the program no later than 12 months before a student's projected graduation date. A copy of the
approved plan of study is placed in the student’s advising folder.

e  Students must complete thirty-six (36) semester hours and have a 3.000 grade point average. No
more than six (6) of the 36 credits may be from the one-credit THL 685 Special Topics courses

e  Students must complete their program within seven (7) years of acceptance

e Students must complete an Application for Graduation according to the dates published in the
Academic Calendar (Application forms are available through ODU Online.)

e Students must make satisfactory payment of all tuition, graduation fee, library fines, and other
financial obligations

Graduate Certificate Requirements

Students admitted to the MA in Theology program may desire to complete a Graduate Certificate in Theology
rather than the MA degree. To earn the Graduate Certificate in Theology, students must complete THL 510
and 12 additional semester credits at the 500 or 600 level, and have a 3.000 or higher grade point average.

Curriculum for the Master of Arts in Theology

The curriculum for the M. A. in Theology has been developed from the competency goals identified by three
key associations for ministry: the National Association for Lay Ministry, the National Federation for Catholic
Youth Ministry, Inc., and the National Conference for Catechetical Leadership. The various competency
goals fall into the areas of theological understanding, professional competency, and personal and spiritual
maturity. These areas correspond to ODU’s instructional objectives in the area of knowledge, professional
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skill, and developing the learner’s attitude toward and appreciation of the area under study. As such, they are
embedded in each course through the instructional objectives.

It is, however, the theological competencies that form the centerpiece of the curriculum content for the M.A.
in Theology. We offer courses in biblical, historical, systematic, and pastoral theology. Students who
complete the program will have addressed the theological competencies required for lay ecclesial ministry
and diocesan religious education programs. In addition, they will be ready to apply for doctoral programs in
theology or pastoral ministry. The three competency goals identified above are the focus for the required
Integrative Seminar (THL 700) which serves as a program assessment tool as well as a means for the student
to integrate his or her learning.

Requirements for a Master of Arts in Theology

Required Courses Credits
For Prerequisites and Co-requisites please see course descriptions.
THL 510 Introduction to Theology 3
THL 531 Philosophy for the Study of Theology 3
THL 700 Integrative Seminar 3
Select one course from the following: 3

THL 525 Prophetic Literature
THL 550 Synoptic Gospels and Acts

Select two courses from the following: 6
THL 600 Trinitarian Theology
THL 610 Christology

THL 630 Ecclesiology

Select one course from the following: 3
THL 650 Moral Theology
THL 655 Catholic Social Teaching

Select 15 additional credits of graduate level THL coursework 15

Total Credits Required 36

Requirements for a Graduate Certificate in Theology

Courses Credits
For Prerequisites and Co-requisites please see course descriptions.
THL 510 Introduction to Theology 3
12 additional THL credits at the 500 or 600 level 12
Total Credits Required 15
Course Descriptions
THL 510 Introduction to Theology 3 Credits

An introduction to the essential components of the study of systematic theology in the Roman
Catholic tradition. Topics include the sources and methods of theological reflection; the meaning
and significance of the incarnational principle; and the central teachings of Christianity.

THL 520 Pentateuch 3 Credits

A study of the literary, historical, and theological aspects of the Pentateuch. The course traces the
development of the scholarly analysis of the Pentateuch from the ancient world to the present and
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applies current methods of interpretation to selected texts. Special attention is given to the themes
of creation and covenant in the Pentateuch and the importance of these themes in liturgical and
pastoral settings.

THL 525 Prophetic Literature 3 Credits

A study of the literary, historical, and theological phenomenon of prophecy in Ancient Israel and
Judah. The course examines the literary genre of the prophetic oracle as well as the real socio-
political challenges facing individual prophets. Special attention is given to the use of prophetic
texts in the social teaching of the Catholic tradition and in liturgical and pastoral settings.

THL 530 Wisdom Literature 3 Credits

A study of the literary, historical, and theological phenomenon of wisdom in Ancient Israel. The
course examines the social and cultural function of wisdom in the life of Ancient Israel and applies
a variety of interpretive methods to selected biblical texts. Special attention is given to the use of
wisdom literature in liturgical and pastoral settings.

THL 531 Philosophy for the Study of Theology 3 Credits

A study of philosophical texts from the history of philosophy that have been influential to the
discipline of theology. The course will present students with the distinctive terminology of
philosophy as well as principal figures from the history of philosophy in light of the discipline’s
service to theology. Pre- or Co-requisite: THL 510.

THL 550 Synoptic Gospels and Acts 3 Credits

A study of the literary, historical, and theological dimensions of Matthew, Mark, Luke and the Acts
of'the Apostles. The course presents a variety of contemporary methods of interpretation and applies
them to selected texts. Special attention is given to the Catholic tradition of interpreting the Bible
and to the use of texts for liturgical and pastoral settings.

THL 555 Johannine Literature 3 Credits

A study of the literary, historical, and theological aspects of the Gospel of John, the letters of John,
and the book of Revelation. The course presents a variety of contemporary methods of interpretation
and applies them to selected texts. Special attention is given to the Catholic tradition of interpreting
the Bible and to the use of texts in liturgical and pastoral settings.

THL 560 Pauline Letters 3 Credits

A study of the literary, historical and theological aspects of the Pauline and Deutero-Pauline Letters.
The course focuses on the real concerns that Paul confronts in each letter and on similar issues facing
Christian communities today. Special attention is given to the Catholic tradition of interpreting the
Bible and to the use of texts for liturgical and pastoral settings.

THL 570 Church History I 3 Credits
A study of Christianity from the Apostolic Era to the Reformation. The course emphasizes the
Catholic understanding of tradition and its impact on dogma.

THL 575 Church History II 3 Credits
A study of Christianity from the Reformation to the present. The course emphasizes the importance
of historical theology in ecumenism and interfaith dialogue.

THL 580 Augustine of Hippo 3 Credits
An overview of the life and thought of Saint Augustine of Hippo and his influence upon the Western
Christian theological tradition.

THL 600 Trinitarian Theology 3 Credits

A study of the Trinity as the heart of Christian faith and life. The course examines past and present
theological insights into the mystery of the unity and distinction of the divine persons as ineffable
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community of love and as the origin, fulfillment, and goal of our own meaning as human persons.
Prerequisite: THL 510.

THL 610 Christology 3 Credits

A study of the person of Jesus and his saving significance for us. The course examines past and
present theological insights into the mystery of Jesus in his divinity and humanity, and explores the
salvific meaning and contemporary implications of his life, death, resurrection, and full
manifestation at the end of time. Prerequisite: THL 510.

THL 620 Theological Anthropology 3 Credits
A study of the gift of grace and its relationship to human freedom. The course examines past and
present theological insights into the saving and transforming power of grace. Prerequisite: THL 510.

THL 625 Karl Rahner 3 Credits
A seminar on the theology of Karl Rahner. Special attention is given to his Trinitarian theology,
Christology, and theology of grace. Prerequisite: THL 510.

THL 630 Ecclesiology 3 Credits

A study of past and present theological insights into the mystery of the Church. Special attention is
given to mission and ministry, and to ecclesial principles of service in today's parish congregations.
Prerequisite: THL 510.

THL 635 Liturgy and Sacraments 3 Credits

A study of the mystery of Christian worship in liturgy and sacrament. The course examines past and
present theological insights into the nature of sacrament, and the experience of sacramental and
liturgical celebration. Special attention is given to contemporary liturgical documents of the Roman
Catholic Church. Prerequisite: THL 510.

THL 640 Theology of Ministry 3 Credits

A study of ministry as the vocation of all baptized Christians—Ilay as well as ordained. The course
examines past and present understandings of ministry with an emphasis on the growth of officially
recognized ministries since Vatican II.

THL 650 Moral Theology 3 Credits

A study of the general principles of Catholic moral theology. Special attention is given to natural
law theory, the development of conscience, the role of moral norms, and the discernment of spirits.
Prerequisite: THL 510.

THL 655 Catholic Social Teaching 3 Credits

A study of the social teachings of the Catholic Church. Special attention is given to the relationship
between the theology of creation and covenant and the establishment of a just social order.
Prerequisite: THL 510.

THL 660 Spirituality and Prayer 3 Credits
A study of Christian spirituality and non-liturgical prayer. Special attention is given to the major
trends in the history of spirituality and contemporary forms of prayer.

THL 670 Eschatology 3 Credits

A study of the culmination of human life at death and the fulfillment of human history at the end of
time. The course examines past and present theological insights into the mysteries of death,
resurrection, and eternal life; it also explores the human vocation to participate through grace and
freedom in the divine work of bringing about the reign of God. Prerequisite: THL 510.

THL 685 Special Topics 1-3 Credits
A study of topics of special interest in theology or pastoral ministry.
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THL 686 Independent Study 1-3 Credits

A tutorial program in which the student does research in a specific area of theology or pastoral
ministry. This course is designed to enable students to do needed research in preparation for an
internship experience or as a preparation for doctoral work in theology.

THL 697 Internship 3 Credits

The internship experience enables students to pursue supervised field learning activities in a parish,
diocesan, or educational ministry. The students will spend a minimum of 100 clock hours in
fieldwork and meet biweekly in seminar to discuss and to reflect upon the practical application of
their previous and current academic work.

THL 700 Integrative Seminar 3 Credits

A review of the theological, professional, and personal competencies acquired or enhanced during
the student's program of studies. The seminar will include the presentation of student portfolios.
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